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 AZ LEARNS Legacy

 AZ LEARNS components

 Changes for 2011

 AZ LEARNS A-F



AIMS Scores are used for the following AZ LEARNS 
components

1. Percent  of students passing in 2011– Status points

2. Improving percent of students passing  – Growth points

3. Individual student growth – MAP

4. Percent of students exceeding – Highly Performing and 
Excelling. 



Additional components of AZ LEARNS

 English language learners reclassification rate

 Graduation rate for high schools

 Drop out rate for high schools
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 New writing test

 New standard setting for the new writing test

 New cut points for AIMS levels 

 Two years of Math data

 We can calculate growth

 Did not use this in individual student growth 
last year



 Math added to the MAP portion

 Two years of data from the new math test.

 Added to individual student growth.



 New Status cut points.

 New Growth cut points.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 33% 45% 59% 71% 81%  

Percent pass 
AIMS 2011 = 65% 

 

 

= 4 status points 



 To be identified as a Highly Performing or Excelling,    a 
school must have a certain percentage of students that 
exceeded the standard on the AIMS.  

 The profile examines the higher of:

• An average of the past three years

• The current year.  



Status, Growth, 

Percent-Exceeding (Z-
score)

OUT: Non-FAY students, ELLS < 4 years 
in program, alternate mods. 

MAP IN: All students in grades 4-8 with a 
score from the previous year.

AZELLA (percent 
reclassified)

IN: All students in program for 150 
calendar days.

OUT: All students who leave program for 
special reason (parent withdrawal, SPED)





A-F AZ LEARNS Evaluation Current AZ LEARNS Evaluation

LEAs evaluated (no consequences) LEAs not evaluated

50% of evaluation based on 
student-level growth

30% of evaluation base on student-
level growth

50% of student-level growth 
component based growth of 
students in bottom 25% at school

Extra credit for moving students 
out of lowest performance level, 
and for moving students into 
highest performance level

Grades: A, B, C, D, & F

Profiles: Excelling, highly 
performing, performing +, 
performing, underperforming, and 
failing
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Release Date Evaluation Used Tests Used
Notable
Events

July 2010
Current 

Evaluation*
Test scores 

2009-10
New 

math test

August 2011
Current 

Evaluation*
Future 

Evaluation
Test scores 

2010-11

New
writing 

test

August 2012
Current 

Evaluation*
Future 

Evaluation
Test scores 

2011-12

August 2013
Future 

Evaluation
*

Test scores 
2012-13

* Used for school improvement.
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Growth Score 50% Composite Score 50%



 Student level data is used

 Calculates percentile ranks

 Students are compared to other students 
who scored the same across multiple years.



Add Points for Each Measure

Percent Passing AIMS 0 to100

Made ELL Target 0 or 3

Made Graduation Rate Target 0 or 3

Made Dropout Rate Target 0 or 3

Total 109 points possible (HS)
103 points (ELM/MS)



A. Median growth percentile of all students 0 to 100

B. Median growth percentile of bottom 25% 0 to 100

Average of A and B 0 to 100



A B C D

Total Score 140-200 120-139 100-119 0-99

Percentage of Schools 16% 25% 32% 27%

A school’s Composite and Growth Scores are added together to 

determine the grade earned.



A “A” schools earn points equal to a school that has 90% of 
students passing AIMS and achieves typical or greater growth 
with its population of students.

B “B” schools earn points equal to a school that has 70% of 
students passing AIMS and achieves typical or greater growth 
with its population of students.

C “C” schools earn points equal to a school that has 50% of 
students passing AIMS and achieves typical or greater growth 
with its population of students.

D “D” schools earn  less points than a school that has 50% of 
students passing AIMS and achieves typical or greater growth 
with its population of students.



 Schools and districts may appeal AYP/AZ LEARNS 
determinations. Appeals must address the issues related 
to a school or district’s status based on the following:

• Statistical - use of incorrect data.

• Substantive - one-time incidents outside of the 
school’s/district’s control that adversely affect 
performance. 

• Instructions available on the common logon.
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